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Time	  Is	  Running	  Out	  

We	  have	  used	  up	  two-‐thirds	  of	  the	  
global	  carbon	  budget	  available	  to	  
have	  a	  beAer-‐than-‐even	  chance	  of	  
staying	  below	  2°C	  
	  
Global	  emissions	  must	  peak	  by	  
2020;	  U.S.	  emissions	  must	  be	  cut	  by	  
at	  least	  80	  percent	  by	  mid-‐century	  
	  	  
If	  we	  delay	  10	  more	  years,	  rate	  of	  
annual	  decrease	  needed	  doubles	  



Limping	  home	  from	  Lima	  

•  Posi&ve	  momentum	  
from	  U.S.-‐China	  
announcement	  	  

•  Nevertheless,	  
disappoin&ng	  outcome	  

•  Major	  schisms	  around	  
differen&a&on	  and	  
equity	  

•  A	  lot	  of	  work	  to	  do	  
before	  Paris	  
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The	  2015	  

opportunity	  

Broaden	  par4cipa4on	  in	  climate	  ac4on	  regime	  
	  
Strong	  signal	  to	  markets	  on	  the	  low-‐carbon	  transi4on	  
	  
Set	  a	  benchmark	  for	  post-‐Obama	  US	  climate	  policy	  	  	  	  
	  



The	  renewable	  energy	  revolu4on	  

•  Rapid	  global	  ramp-‐up	  
•  Drama&cally	  falling	  
costs	  

•  Public	  health,	  economic	  
and	  climate	  benefits	  

BUT	  
•  Need	  strong	  policies	  
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Steps	  to	  a	  	  
Post-‐2020	  

Climate	  Deal	  	  

Early	  2015:	  countries	  propose	  post-‐2020	  ac4ons	  	  
	  
Ac4ons	  assessed	  in	  light	  of	  2°C	  goal	  and	  equity	  	  	  
	  
End-‐game	  issues:	  legal	  form,	  overall	  ambi4on,	  finance	  	  
	  
Need	  poli4cal	  guidance	  from	  leaders	  in	  run-‐up	  to	  Paris	  
	  
	  
	  	  



Impacts	  of	  climate	  change	  are	  here…	  
and	  likely	  to	  worsen	  



Communi4es	  at	  Risk	  

•  Increasing	  popula&on	  
in	  risky	  areas	  

•  Increasing	  
development	  in	  risky	  
areas	  

•  Climate	  factors	  



Sea	  Level	  Rise	  

•  More	  than	  100	  million	  people	  live	  in	  coastal	  
coun&es	  in	  the	  U.S.	  

•  Almost	  three	  million	  people,	  and	  their	  homes,	  
reside	  within	  three	  feet	  of	  mean	  high	  water	  



Storm	  surge	  
•  Sea	  level	  sets	  a	  
higher	  baseline	  for	  
storm	  surge	  

•  Destruc&ve	  rise	  in	  
sea	  height	  during	  a	  
storm	  



	  

 

Encroaching	  Tides	  Report	  



•  Looks at 52 locations on 
the U.S. East and Gulf 
Coasts 

•  Uses local minor and 
moderate flooding 
thresholds, correlated with 
local flooding 

•  Uses local SLR projections 
for 2030 and 2045 

•  Projects the future 
frequency and duration 
with which future tides 
exceed flooding thresholds 

 
About	  this	  Report	  



Growing	  
Frequency	  
and	  Spread	  
of	  Tidal	  
Flooding	  



	  

 

Reforming	  Coastal	  Insurance	  



Repe44ve-‐Loss	  Proper4es	  



NFIP’s	  Growing	  Debt	  

Taxpayers	  are	  on	  the	  hook	  for	  large	  payouts	  and	  
disaster	  relief	  aQer	  major	  storms	  



HoAer,	  drier	  condi4ons	  elevate	  wildfire	  risks	  



Homes	  at	  risk	  from	  wildfires	  



Growing	  costs	  of	  fire-‐figh4ng	  



The	  Burden	  is	  Unequal	  
•  Low-‐income	  communi&es	  are	  oQen	  the	  hardest-‐hit	  by	  major	  disasters	  
•  Of	  the	  more	  than	  half	  a	  million	  households	  seeking	  federal	  aid	  aQer	  

Hurricane	  Sandy,	  43%	  had	  annual	  incomes	  of	  less	  than	  $30,000	  



Sensible	  Steps	  and	  Policies	  
•  Mi&ga&on	  

– Reducing	  emissions	  
– Ramping	  up	  	  renewable	  
energy	  and	  efficiency	  

– PuYng	  a	  price	  on	  carbon	  
	  

•  Adapta&on/Resilience	  
– Ac&onable	  science	  	  
– Defend/Accommodate/	  
	  	  	  	  	  Retreat	  
– Resilience	  fund	  
	  
	  



President	  Obama’s	  Climate	  Ac4on	  Plan	  

•  Clean	  Power	  Plan	  
•  Heavy	  duty	  vehicle	  fuel	  economy	  standards	  
•  Mul&-‐sector	  methane	  strategy	  
•  Clean	  energy	  R&D	  investments	  
•  Resilience	  investments	  
•  Interna&onal	  coopera&on	  





“Earth	  Rise”	  –	  Apollo	  8,	  Christmas	  Eve,	  1968	  



Questions or Comments? 
 
Rachel Cleetus: rcleetus@ucsusa.org 
 
For more information: 
www.ucsusa.org/encroachingtides 
www.ucsusa.org/playingwithfire 
www.ucsusa.org/
renewablesandcleanpowerplan  
 


